MARLBOROUGH
who would be deceived. He proved right; and it may well
be that his wise tolerance and prudent blind eye were
the perfection of his statecraft. Meanwhile he relied on
his Dutch Guards, and saw to it that no Englishman gained
the control of the Army. After all, he was getting a lot out
of England for his Continental schemes, of which these
ignorant islanders, as he deemed them, only dimly saw the
importance.
Up to this point, according to their own accounts, the
Jacobites had been extremely well pleased to see all this
discontent  gathering   against   the   Government.    It was
already whispered in their secret circles that Marlborough
also had made his peace with James.    They nursed the
hope that this powerful man was working for a restoration.
The Houses   of Parliament  would make  demands  upon
the King which he could not accept, and the Army undei
Marlborough would see  that  no  violence was   done tc
the Houses of Parliament.    They looked forward to a crisis
as the result of which, without the accursed aid of Frenct
bayonets, the rightful King might be restored by Britist
votes and British arms, and remount his throne under th<
sword and shield of " the deserter of Salisbury."    We hav<
already shown the absurdity of this illusion.    It did not dawi
upon the Jacobites until the New Year.    Then they suddenly
remembered the Princess Anne and the small, devoted grouj
at the Cockpit.    So, then, all this movement and focus o
discontent from which they had expected so much, to whicl
they had contributed what weight their party had, was not t<
be for their benefit!    On the contrary, if it succeeded i
would exclude James for ever from the throne and woul
ensure the Protestant succession under Anne, with Mat
borough, whose stature and force were already beginning t
be understood, as her Captain-General.    Their fury knew n
bounds.   Without consulting King James, who was drean
ing that his former skilful servant of so many years woul
regain him his crown, they went to Bentinck with tales of
vast and imminent conspiracy.
There is no evidence worthy of the name that Marlboroug
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